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At Home Lesson - Topic Forgiveness  
  Bible Story: Please Forgive Me (The Story of the Lost Son) • Luke 15:11-24 
Bottom Line: Everyone needs to be forgiven. 
Memory Verse: “Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, 
just as the Lord forgave you.” Colossians 3:13, NIrV 
Life App: Forgiveness — Deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay 
Worship Suggested Songs: Mighty to Save (Hillsong); This is Amazing Grace (Phil Wickham) 

 
Watch the complementary video together as a family. (Link Below Lesson) 
1. Video and Teaching  
What You Say: “The son in our story made some bad decisions, but he still came back to his father to ask for 
forgiveness. What did the father do when he came back? (He threw a party!) The story today reminds us that even when 
we make really big mistakes, everyone needs to be forgiven. What are some things that kids your age might need to be 
forgiven for? (Encourage responses, such as: telling a lie, disobeying my parents, yelling at my brother for messing up a 
video game, using my sister’s stickers without asking, etc.) Those are the kind of things we all do sometimes, and they’re 
things we need to ask forgiveness for. Some of those things might also be done TO us, and we need to forgive the other 
person, even if we’re angry and even if they don’t ask for forgiveness. Everyone needs to be forgiven.” (Make It 
Personal. Tell about a child-appropriate time when you made the decision to forgive someone even when it was 
hard. Tell how that grew your relationship with God.) 
 
 
2. Memory Verse Toss – A family fun activity to support today’s Bible story lesson 
What You Need: Ball (beach ball works well) with part of the memory verse written on it; OR: Write the last sentence of 
the Bible verse on paper and cut it out in phrases. Tape the Bible verse phrases to the beach ball (Bible verse phrase: 
Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.” Colossians 3:13, NIrV), Bibles 
What You Do:  

• Help your child(ren) look up Colossians 3:13 in their Bibles.  
• Say the verse together. 
• Then say just the last sentence of the verse together several times. 
• Show your child(ren) that the sentence they just said is written on the beach ball. 
• Play a game with the ball: 

o Toss the ball to one kid, who catches it with both hands. 
o He/she looks at the word his/her right thumb is touching (or the word closest to it) and says it aloud. (Assist as 

needed.) 
o The family then says the entire sentence together. When they come to the word the child(ren) said, they shout 

it and jump as high as they can. 
o If the ball drops, everyone says the Bottom Line: Everyone needs to be forgiven. 

What You Say: “That was so fun! This verse will help us remember that everyone needs to be forgiven because God 
forgives us! He forgives us when we sin—or do things that go against what His Word tells us to do or not do. And He 
wants us to forgive others when they do things against us. Can you tell me about a time you forgave someone? Don’t say 
their name—just quickly tell us what happened and how you responded. (Allow kids to share stories as time allows.) 
Those were some great stories. Let’s all remember to forgive others because everyone needs to be forgiven.” 
 
 
3. Pray and Bless 
What You Need: Balloon 
What You Say and Might Pray: “What might happen if I kept on blowing up this balloon? (Pause.) Yes, it will pop! This 
balloon is like us when we refuse to forgive and choose instead to stay mad. When we choose to let go of our anger, 
remembering that everyone needs to be forgiven, (let the air out of the balloon) then everyone wins! Let’s pray and ask 
God to help us choose forgiveness this week for everyone! ‘God, thank You for sending Jesus so that we could be 
forgiven! We don’t want to stay angry and blow up and do something unkind. Help us to let it go and choose to forgive. 
Thank You for showing us how to do that. We love You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.’” 
 
 
4. Weekly Family Devotional Sheet Available (link below) 
 


