
With few exceptions, everyone of us does something each day, often more than once, that is hurtful or offensive to
someone else, and most especially to our Lord. Our children, as they learn, make many mistakes and say and do things
that need our correction and forgiveness. If our God forgave only by percentages, most of us would have lost the battle
to do good long ago. How we address people needing our forgiveness and how they address us when we need theirs,
has a massive impact on how we view the world and ourselves. Are you a victim or a victor, and at who’s expense?
Saying (or hearing) the words, “I forgive you” is not to be taken as license to keep doing wrong. True repentance is a key
ingredient in growth and lasting peace. But if sin and repentance are pervasive in all our lives, God’s forgiveness and
loving, convictive correction is even more so. Teaching our children that love and forgiveness are more important than
being right or condemning others is an accurate and beautiful reflection of our heavenly Father. And while forgiveness
may sometimes take careful contemplation and time for we humans, it’s unexhaustive, instantaneous and without fail
from our God. As you share God’s direction on this important and necessary directive, prayerfully consider whom you
should forgive and from whom you need to ask forgiveness. Be a beacon to your kids and the world. By the way, if you
think this doesn’t apply to you, see Romans 3:23 and think again.

Bible Focus: God Forgives Me Always • The Lost Son • Luke 15:11-24 

Bible Focus: Forgiveness = Big Numbers. • How Many Times Should We Forgive? • Matthew 6:12-15

Bible Focus: Even When I’m Naughty • Jesus and Zacchaeus• Luke 19:1-10

Spread a bed sheet on the floor. Place a cookie sheet on top of one end of the bed sheet. Have the
children pretend to be pigs. When you say, “Roll in the mud, little piggies,” the children will roll on the
sheet. When you say, “Come and eat, little piggies,” the children will go to the cookie sheet and pretend
to eat. Go back and forth calling out what the children should do. Don’t forget to grunt and snort like a
pig! Grab your favorite children’s Bible and read the story of the Lost Son together.

Fun Application Activities to Support God’s Word

Have your children help you set the table with special dishware, as if you’re going to have a party. Talk 
about special occasions and traditions in your household. As you eat, recount the story of the Prodigal 
Son, emphasizing that God smiles and sets His table with his best party dishes whenever any of us 
apologizes for our sins. Talk about what kinds of decorations God might have when He celebrates us.

Cuddle up with your child, read the story of the Zacchaeus. Talk about how Jesus loved Zacchaeus even
though he did mean and naughty things By becoming Jesus’ friend Zacchaeus heart changed. It’s the same
for us too! Pray with your child and remind them that God always forgives. “Dear God, You know that we all
do things that are wrong. I pray that you would forgive me and help me to forgive others. I pray that we
would always choose to follow You and ask Your forgiveness when they do things that are wrong. Please
help me teach them about You. Thank You for loving us no matter what. Amen.”

God Forgives 
Me Always!

Forgive, just as the 
Lord forgave you.” 

Colossians 3:13, NIrV
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Expanding your family’s spiritual journey beyond the walls of the church building 

Play Time

Meal Time

Bed Time

Family Devotional Ages 2 – 5 years

Forgiveness By Numbers


