Family Devotional Ages 2 – 5 years

Expanding your family’s spiritual journey beyond the walls of the church building

We Have Hope Because God Keeps His Promises
Hope is one of the greatest gifts of mercy our God gives. Of all the things you or your child is hoping for, in this or any
season of life, what a comforting promise to know that God desires to give you hope in all things. John 10:10 says, “I have
come in order that you might have life in all its fullness.” Theologian G.K. Chesterton observed that hope only has real
meaning when things seem hopeless. “As long as matters are really hopeful, hope is a mere flattery or platitude. It is only
when everything is hopeless that hope begins to be a strength.” As parents, we must teach our children the difference
between the world’s view of hope, and the hope we have in Christ. Hope is not mere optimism or wishful thinking; it’s an
essential part of our faith. When we hope in the Lord, many benefits await us, including an unshakable confidence in God,
despite our circumstances, strength, patience and encouragement. When we trust in Him, we find the confidence and
strength to face any challenge that comes our way. Using the following resources, help your kids make the connection
between seemingly impossible circumstances and the faithfulness of our God, who always keeps his promises.
Bible Focus: God Keeps His Promises • Noah and the Floating Zoo • Genesis 6 & 7
Bible Focus: God Does What He Says He’ll Do • Gideon and the Army • Judges 7:1-22
Bible Focus: God Delivers on His Promises • Hannah Hopes and Prays for a Baby • 1 Samuel 1:6-2:1

Memory Verse
Be encouraged!
I have won the battle
over the world.”

I Can Trust
God!

Basic Truth

John 16:33b

Play Time

Bath Time

Fun Application Activities to Support God’s Word

Grab everyone in the family, all the stuffed animals, a couple of pots and pans and your favorite children’s
Bible. Play a rousing and urgent game of getting everyone on the Ark (your couch, a bed, a rug). Pretend to
rock and roll with the wind and waves. Use the pans to make loud sounds of crashing thunder. Turn lights
on and off to mimic lightning. Then let everything get calm. Talk about the different people on your Ark.
Were you safe? Tell each other how much you love one another. What animals are on the Ark? Which are
favorites and why. Read the story of Noah’s Ark as you sit together and marvel at how faithful God is. Join
in a family prayer and thank God for saving all humanity and the animals. Talk about how Noah and the Ark
were just a preview of God’s promise to save humanity, fulfilled by his son, Jesus. Our hope is in Christ.
Grab a favorite bath time doll or toy. How do we care for babies? We feed and bathe them (bathe the baby)
We read to them and play with them. We cuddle and dress them warmly. Talk about how God takes good
care of us. We are his children and he loves us! We have hope and faith because God keeps his promise to
always be with us and care for us. (Be sure to dry the baby and tuck it safely into bed J)

Bed Time Cuddle up with your child, read the Bible story about Gideon. Talk about Gideon's hope in God, and how
God turned that hope and faith into a strong army. Pray “Dear God, thank you for listening to our hopes and
keeping your promises to keep us safe. Thank You for always being with us and never leaving us. Help us to
remember that when things get hard, we can trust you, because you’re with us. We love You! Amen.”

G.K. Chesterton Quote Source: Focus on The Family

