
God never wonders which move to make. He knows all, sees all, and has power to direct every outcome. Yet he still allows
us to make our own choices. We may prayerfully ask him to direct us, but our sin nature indicates our struggle. We want to
tell Him what we think is best. We hope he’ll see our point of view and make it so. Consider David, ‘a man after God’s own
heart.’ He was a warrior rivaling any comic book super hero, a writer, musician, man of the people and beloved king. Yet,
David, in all his humanity, like you and I, needed God’s friendship, guidance and mercy. As a Psalmist, we see countless,
beautifully written prayers that voiced his praise and appeals to God. Some are reverent, some are self-deprecating, others
beg for mercy for himself, and justice for his enemies. His words, more than anything else, were an honest account of his
peaceful or wrestling conversations with God. Now consider Jesus’ prayers – in the garden, at the table, for all people, even
as he hung on the cross. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 even tells us to pray non-stop! How in the world do we do that? By drawing
as close to God as we can and talk with him constantly. Out loud, in our minds and always, always in our hearts. It takes
some practice, but it can become second nature. And when it does, it can’t help but spill onto our kids. If you were
fortunate enough to have a parent or other mentor in your life who demonstrated this principle, what a blessing! Wouldn’t
it be amazing if your child someday pointed to you and said their love and practice of talking, and listening to God came
from you? Here are practical steps to get started: spend time learning, talking about and understanding the power of
prayer as individuals and as a family. You’ll find prayer referenced over 400 times in the Bible because mutual conversation
with our God is that important. A great place to begin is with Jesus’ instruction for prayer, commonly referred to as the
Lord’s Prayer. It’s clear, decisive direction about how to speak with our heavenly Father. Remember, you are planting
seeds and fostering a legacy, not testing your kids or your ability to memorize. We hope the resources below will help
you achieve a deeper friendship with our wonderful God!
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Choose a favorite book that has a repetitive word throughout the text. For example, Green Eggs and
Ham, by Dr. Seuss. Explain that as you read the book together, when they hear the (chosen) repetitive
word, i.e. “eggs,” they should stand up fast and sit right back down. Read the book and allow time after
the repetitive word for the children to stand and sit. Talk about what an amazing job they did at listening.
Tell them that every time we talk to God, he listens carefully. We can listen to what God has to say too!

Fun Application Activities to Support God’s Word

God always listens. Say the words of the Lord’s prayer and use the provided link for the illustrated Lord’s 
Prayer, and have your child repeat them after you in bite-size snippets. “Dear Father who is Heaven 
(pause), hallowed be your name (pause). Your Kingdom come (pause), Your will be done (pause). On 
earth as it is in Heaven (pause). Give us this day (pause), our daily bread (pause), and forgive us our sins 
(pause) as we forgive those who sin against us (pause). And lead us not into temptation (pause), but 
deliver us from evil (pause). For yours is the Kingdom (pause) and the power (pause) and the glory 
forever (pause), Amen!” (pause) At the end: “Isn’t that a wonderful prayer? We can talk to God anytime, 
ALL the time about anything! He always listens because He loves us so much! Let’s tell him we love him 
too! Let’s get on our knees and say it out loud! (do this together). Let’s stand up and say, “Thank you 
Lord for this day!” (do this together). “Let’s lay down and ask him to help us to know him better, but we’ll 
do this quietly in our minds, without using out loud words” (demonstrate this action). How many other 
ways and things can you come up with? Want more? See our Family Lesson on Prayer.

God always 
listens.

Call out to me and I will 
answer you.”

Jeremiah 33:3

Memory Verse Basic Truth

Expanding your family’s spiritual journey beyond the walls of the church building 

Read Time

Learn Time
Morning
Noon
Night 
Always

Family Devotional Ages 2 – 5 years

Maybe You Should Talk to Someone


