
A Friend Loves At All Times
When we turn to Jesus and accept Him as our Lord and Savior, He fully forgives us of our sins and brings restoration to our lives. Jesus
told Peter that he would deny Him even as Peter adamantly refuted it. Peter did deny Jesus, three times, just as was foretold. After the
resurrection, Jesus did not only forgive Peter, He brought restoration by asking Peter three times if he loved Him. How has Jesus brought
restoration to your life? We are called to forgive others, not just when it is easy, but always. While it can be easier to forgive a friend, or
even a stranger, at times we can only forgive as commanded through God’s power. How do you let God help you to forgive and bring
restoration to your life, relationships, and the lives of others?

Bible Focus: Friends Forgive One Another •  Jesus forgives Peter • John 21:1-19 (John 18:1-27)

Talk about forgiveness and explain that forgiving someone means no longer being angry with him or her for
doing something wrong. It can be hard to forgive someone who has hurt you. However, because God
forgives us, when we ask him to, we can forgive others, just the same. And we can ask God to help us when
we need forgiveness or when we need to forgive someone else. Have each person pray to God and ask for
His forgiveness. Also ask Him to help you to be a good friend and forgive others.

Fun Application Activities to Support God’s Word

What You Need: A coin, 2 paper plates, crayons, washable markers, (optional: stickers, beans, rice, or coins.)
Explain and show that a coin has two sides. Flip the coin to show that it can land on heads or tails. Explain
that many people love to play a coin toss game and see how many times it lands on heads instead of tails. In
this game of chance, one person wins and one person loses. Thankfully, we never have to wonder if we can
win with God. He will forgive us when turn away from the wrongs we have done. With God it is never a
game of chance.
Just like Peter, Jesus forgives us when we sin or turn away from Him. He forgives us 1, 2, 3, 100, 1,000 … ALL
the times we say sorry and ask for his forgiveness. Make a forgiveness coin with two paper plates. On the
center of each plate write “Jesus forgive me.” Now glue or staple the plates together with the labeled
centers out. Decorate the plates with crayons and stickers. You may choose to use the beans, rice or coins to
add weight to the ”coin” plates. As you play, remind everyone, that anytime we sin we can ask Jesus to
forgive us and flip the coin, knowing He always will.

Play Time

Craft Time

Pray Time

Friends can show love by forgiving each other. Let’s practice forgiving one another. Get a small ball or rolled
up socks and take turns tossing it to each other. Before each toss, have the ball holder say a person’s name
and say “I forgive you.”
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