Family Devotional Ages 2 – 5 years

Waiting until later for what you want now
God can help us experience the patience we need to wait well.
Bible Focus: Waiting • Remember God is with you • Luke 2:25-35
Bible Focus: Celebrating • You can celebrate even you you’re waiting • Matthew 21:1-11

Memory Verse
“Wait for the Lord.
Be strong and don’t lose hope.
Wait for the Lord.”
LUKE 16:10A, NIRV

Fun Application Activities to Support God’s Word

Share Time

Activity
Time

Hope In a Box Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
Hebrews 11:1
What You Need & Do:
1. Beforehand, fill a box with candy, paper, bells and assorted noise makers. Wrap the box in
brightly colored paper.
2. Hold the box up so all can see it. Gently shake the box so the child can hear noises from inside
the box. Ask what they hope is in the box. As you listen to answers, occasionally jiggle the box.
3. What You Say: Hope is a wonderful emotion. While the box is sealed, we can hear the sounds,
feel the weight or smell the contents of what may be inside. Anticipating what is inside the box
can be a lot of fun. Our imaginations run wild. Did you know that God has some wonderful
things prepared for those who love Him?
4. Share Bible Verses of Page 2 with child.
Good or Bad News? - The children will learn that sometimes we receive good news, whereas other
times we receive bad news. Either way, our response to the news is the most important part.
What You Need & Do: Materials needed pencil, a newspaper and print Page 3.
1. Explain to child what a newspaper is. Sometimes it is good news, and sometimes it is bad news.
We love to get good news, but unfortunately, we have to get bad news sometimes because bad
things happen all around us.
2. Hand them Page 3, ask child to circle the pictures that report good news if someone saw it in the
paper. Ask child to look at the pictures not circled. Those are probably pictures that would
display bad news if someone saw them in the newspaper.
3. Ask child: “What do you do when you hear bad news?” (Allow child to respond.)
What You Say: “Did you know that the Bible gives us many examples of how to respond to bad news
or difficult times? Knowing that God is always there for us should encourage us and give us hope.”
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Hope In a Box
Read Corinthians 2:9
However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no
mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"
As we do the work God has given us to do here on earth, we can
eagerly await the time when we will be with God in Heaven. We can
have hope in the promises God has given us and be certain that God
will keep His promises.
Read Hebrews 11:1
"Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we
do not see."
So when times are tough or things are not going as well as you
would like, remember that God loves you very much. You can trust
in God and know that He has marvelous plans for you, both in this
world and in the next.
Read John 14:1-3
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In
my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have
told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me
that you also may be where I am."
It is great to have such a wonderful hope! We should share the hope
we have with others and tell them the Good News. At this time
open the box and share the candy with the children.
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Good or Bad News?
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