
Crossroads Community Church VBS 2021 Craft Instructions 
 
Day 1 
Under the Sea 
 
What You Say: “Today's story in Exodus 14 showed us how God used Moses to do something 
incredible! God told Moses to stretch out his hand over the sea and the water split right down 
the middle. Because of that, the Israelites were able to walk through on dry ground. The 
Israelites witnessed some huge, amazing, miraculous, awesome stuff, right? It seems like it 
should have been EASY for them to have courage to trust God, but it wasn’t always easy for the 
Israelites. Sometimes we need other people who can help us to grow deeper in our faith. Moses 
was that person for the Israelites. Moses helped the Israelites grow deeper in their faith. They had to take a leap of faith to 
trust that God would protect them. The Lord would fight for them. Today we are going to make the sea to help us remember 
how God did the IMPOSSIBLE! God parted the Red Sea for the Israelites. The Israelites walked across the Red Sea on dry 
ground to get away from Pharaoh.” 
 
What You Need: Berry basket, blue construction paper shredded or blue raffia, glue sticks, sea creature cupcake toppers 
 
What You Do: If you have blue construction paper, you will need to shred a couple pieces. You can use a paper shredder to 
quickly complete this step. 

• Turn the berry basket upside down. 
• Using a glue stick, rub glue all over the outside of the berry basket. 
• Stick the shredded construction paper or blue raffia all over the glue on the berry basket. 
• Carefully push the sea creature cupcake toppers into the berry basket. 
• If the toothpicks break on the sea creature cupcake toppers, you can simply glue the sea creatures onto the sides of the 

berry basket. 
 
  

Day 2 
Loaves and Fishes  
 
What You Say: “The miracle we learned about today is found in all 4 Gospels in the Bible; 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, AND John. Did you know that this is the only miracle that was told in all 
4 Gospels? That probably means it’s super important and we need to learn something from it. 
Did you know that many of Jesus' friends, or disciples, were fishermen? When Jesus first 
invited them to come along, Jesus even told some of them they would be "fishers of people." 
That meant that all the gifts they needed to catch fish – like patience, skill, endurance – they would use to bring people closer 
to knowing Jesus. Jesus knew we could use what we have to serve others. I know it sometimes feels like we need to have 
more in order to serve and give things away. Maybe for you, you wish you had more time. Maybe you don’t think you can 
afford to let go of that toy you love so much or give up an hour of playing video games. But here’s the thing: God wants us to 
use what we have to serve others! I don’t know about you, but I am honored He wants to use me to serve people. That’s a 
pretty cool thing. Today we are going to make fish to remember the miracle God did in feeding ALL those people that we 
learned about in today’s Bible story.” 
 
What You Need: Pipe cleaner (any color), approximately 40 pony beads, cross or fish charm (optional) 
 
What You Do: Decide before you start if you would like the pony beads to be in any sort of pattern. 

• Start stringing the pony beads onto the pipe cleaner.  
• Leave about 2 inches of the pipe cleaner without a beads. Fold this part over the first bead to hold it into place. 
• Continue adding beads to the pipe cleaner. 
• Add the on the charm where you like, then continue stringing on beads. 
• Leave about 2 inches of the pipe cleaner without beads on the other end. Fold over the last bead to hold it into place. 
• Bend the pipe cleaner in half. 
• From the bottom of both ends, count up approximately four beads. Twist the two pipe cleaner ends around each other 

to form a fish. 
• Adjust the pipe cleaner as needed to make the fish shape. 

 



Day 3 
Loaves and Fishes  
What You Say: “Sin is what separates us from God. God made us, cares for us, and never wanted 
to be separated from us. That's why there had to be a way to overcome sin. Sin might be telling a 
lie, hurting someone, or something else. All of us sin and all of us have a chance to be forgiven. 
 

God loves us so much that God wanted us to be close together again and would do the most loving 
thing to help us. So, God sent Jesus. Jesus became a human to rescue us from sin. Jesus never 
sinned and always loved. This is why Jesus' life and death makes up for our sin. Even though Jesus died, Jesus came back to 
life and lives forever.  
 

Now, everyone has a chance to know and be close to God. We can spend time with God now, exploring the ocean – or 
anywhere in the world – because of Jesus. God's arms are always open wide. How wide? Wider than the ocean! And God 
welcomes us into a love so deep. How deep? Deeper than the ocean! 
 

God LOVES YOU! God CREATED you! God also created all the animals on land in the in ocean. Can you name one creature that 
God created in the ocean? Wow, that is a lot of creatures that you just named! One ocean creature that God created is a 
jellyfish. Today, we are going to make a jellyfish because God created jellyfish just like he created and loves you!” 
 
What You Need: Clear bowl, spiral pipe cleaners, iridescent streamers, ½ inch glue dots, scissors 
What You Do: Start by cutting the iridescent streamers approximately 12 – 15 inches long. 

• Turn the bowl upside down. 
• Decide if you want the spiral pipe cleaners and iridescent streamers in any type of pattern. 
• Attach a glue dot to the inside of the bowl. 
• We have 3 spiral pipe cleaners per child and approximately 12 iridescent streamers per child. 
• Attach a spiral pipe cleaner or iridescent streamer to the glue dot. You might need to hold the spiral pipe cleaner in 

place for a few seconds while applying a little bit of pressure. 
• Repeat the process around the bowl. 

 
 
Day 4  
Aquarium 

What You Say: “In today's Bible story, we are learned about a man named Jonah and how he got 
swallowed by a big fish! God wanted Jonah to go to a place called Nineveh and tell the people 
there about God. Jonah didn't like the people there, so he decided to get on a boat and go the 
other way, but God had something waiting for Jonah. A great, big fish came and swallowed Jonah 
whole. 
 

Jonah was in a dark and scary place for three whole days. Do you know what Jonah was doing in 
that dark and scary place? He was praying. Jonah prayed, "God, I’m sorry. Please forgive me! I’ll do whatever you want, but 
please forgive me!" Do you know what happened? God heard Jonah's prayer. So, the fish spit Jonah up. 
 

God wanted Jonah to tell others about Him. He didn’t want the people of Nineveh to continue doing bad things and not 
follow Him. How would the people of Nineveh believe in God if they didn’t know Him? How will people you love and are 
friends with know about Jesus if you don’t tell them about God? 
 

We are going to make scene from the ocean to remind us of how God protected Jonah while he was in the ocean AND taught 
Jonah a lesson about obeying Him.” 
 

What You Need: Plastic jar with lid, cooking oil (optional), water, ocean items to put in the jar ideas include: plastic fish, 
water beads, mini sea shells, foil confetti 
 

What You Do: Hand out ocean items that you have collected that will be placed in the jar.  
• Fill the jar up with water until almost full leaving approximately 2 inches open at the top. 
• The water beads will expand over time in the water. 
• Add some oil into the jar if desired. This will help the items float a little longer when you shake the jar up.  
• Screw the lid on tightly. 
• Kids may shake up the aquarium like they would a snow globe to see all the items floating in the ocean. 

 
 


